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not fenfible of this, becaufe it is difguifed to him in the articles' 
which he buys, and he thinks only of their dearnefs ; but as the: 
taxes take from him, at leaft, a fourth part of his yearly earnings* 
he is confequently difabled from providing for a family, efpeci- 
ally, if himfelf, or any of them are affli&ed with ficknefa. 

The frit flep, therefore, of practical relief, would be to aboliffit 
the poor-rates entirely, and in lieu thereof, to make a remiffion of 
taxes of the poor of double the amount of the prefent poor-rates, 
viz. four millions annually out of the furplus taxes. By this 
meafure, the poor will be benefited two millions, and the houie- 
keepers two millions. This alone would be equal to a redubhon^ 
of one hundred and twenty millions of the national debt, and con- 
fequently equal to the whole expence of the American war.^ 

It will then remain to be considered, which is the moll effectual 
mode of diilributing this remiffion of four millions. 

It is eafily feen, that the poor are generally compofed of large 
families of children, and old people pad their labour. If thefe 
two dalles are provided for, the remedy will fo far reach to the 
full extent of the cafe, that what remains will be incidental, and, 
in a great meafure, fall within the compafs of benefit clubs, 
which, though of humble invention, merit to be ranked among 
the bed of modern inditutions. 

Admitting England to contain feven million of fouls ; 
if one fifth thereof are of that clafs of poor which need fup- 
port, the number will be one million four hundred thoufand. 
Of this number, one hundred and forty thoufand will be aged 
poor, as will be hereafter, fhewn, and for which a didindl provi- 
fion will be propofed. 

There will then remain one million two hundred and fixty 
thoufand, which, at five fouls to each family, amount to two hun- 
dred and fifty-two thoufand families, rendered poor from the ex- 
pence of children and the weight of taxes. 

The number of children under fourteen years of age, in each of 
thofe families, will be found to be about five to every two fami- 
lies; fome having two, and others three;, fome one, and others, 
four ; fome none, and others five ; but it rarely happens that more 
than five are under fourteen years of age,, and after this age they 
are capable of fervice or of being apprenticed. 

Allowing five children (under fourteen years) to every two fa- 
milies. 

The numbe.r of children will he - , “ - 630,000 

The number of parents were they all living, would be - 504,000 

It is certain, that if the children are provided for, the parents 
are relieved of confequence, becaufe it is from the expence of 
bringing up children that their poverty arifes. 

Having thus afeertained the greatell number that can be fup- 
pofed to need fupport on account of young families, I proceed to 
the mode of relief or diftribution, which is. 

To pay as a remiffion of taxes to every poor family, out of tne 
furplus taxes, and in room of poor-rates, four pounds a year for 
every child under fourteen years of age enjoining the parents 
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of iuch children to lend them to fchool, to learn reading, writing, 
an common arithmetic; the minlfters of every parifh, of every 
denomination, to certify jointly to an office, for that purpofe, that 
this duty is performed. 

The amount of this expcncc will be, 

lor fix hundied and thirty thoufand children, at four 
pounds per ann . each r , 

By adopting this method, not only the poverty of the parents 
will be relieved, but ignorance will be banifhed from the rifino- 
generation, and the number of poor will hereafter becomes lefs, 
becaufe their abilities, by the aid of education, will be neater, 
ivlany a youth, with good natural genius, who is apprentic- 
ed to a mechanical trade, fuch as a carpenter, joiner, mill- 
wright, fii ip wright,. blackfmith, Sec. is prevented getting for- 
ward the whole of his life, from the want of a little common edu- 
cation when a boy. 

I now proceed to the cafe of the aged. 

. I divide age into two daffies. Firft, the approach of age be- 
ginning at fifty. Secondly, old age commencing at fixty. 

At fifty, though the mental faculties of man are in full vigour, 
and his judgment better than at any preceeding date, the bodily 
powers for laborious life are on the decline. He cannot bear 
the fame quantity of fatigue as at an earlier period. He begins 
to earn Ids, and is lefs capable of enduring wind and weather ; 
and in thofe more retired employments where much fight is re- 
quired, he fails apace, and fees himfelf, like an old horfe, be- 
ginning to be turned adrift. 

At fixty his labour ought to be over at lead from direft necef- 
iity. It is painful to fee old age working itfelf to death, in what 
are called civilized countries, for daily bread. 

To form fome judgment of the number of thofe above fifty years 
of age, I have feveral times counted the perfons I meet in the 
ffireets of London, men, women, and children, and have general- 
ly found that the average is about one in fixteen or feventeen. 
If it be fa:d that the aged perfons do not come much in the flreets, 
fo neither do infants ; and a great proportion of grown children 
are in fchools, and in work-mops as apprentices! Taking then 
fixteen for a devifor, the whole number of perfons in England, 
of fifty years and upwards of both fexes, rich and poor, will be 
four hundred and twenty thoufand. 

The perfons to be provided for out cf this grofs number will 
be, hufbandmen, common labourers, journeymen of every trade 
and their wives, failors, and difDandedfoldiers, worn out fervants 
of both fexes, and poor widows. 

There will be alfo a coniiderable number of middling tradef- 
men, who having li ved decently in the former part of life, begin, 
as age approaches, to lofe their bufimffis, and at lait fall to decay. 

Beiidcs theie, there will be con dandy thrown off from the re- 
volutions of that wheel, which no mar. can Hop, nor regulate, a 
number from every clafs of life Jtonne&ed^with commerce and ad- 
venture. 
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